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FORTHCOMING CLUB MEETINGS
Every third Tuesday of the month
Next Meeting: ZOOM MEETING (see below)
18 August 2020
19h15 FOR 19h30

Cuckoo Bird Club invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting
Join Zoom Meeting

Meeting URL (click below):
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83411336706?pwd=QnQ1Y281TXhYTzdlUVRFUkhERXRUZz09

Meeting ID: 834 1133 6706
Passcode: 241200
Contact Mike Hamilton on mike@hamilton.co.za if you have any questions

Agenda:











John: welcome, speakers and any points to present/discuss
Phillip: away trips
Bev: local outings
Penny: newsletter
Alex: finance
Jan: Facebook
Mike: members’ concerns about Zoom security
John: introduction of speaker and presentation from Jonah Choiniere
Questions
John: thank you, goodnight.
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SPEAKERS
Organiser: John Blackmore
Some good news! We have our first monthly online CBC monthly
meeting on 18 August.
After the success of the AGM, (attended by 29 people) we’re hoping for
an even better turnout for this, our first Zoom meeting. It was good to see
everyone, and we are inspired to follow up with this meeting.

And if you need further encouragement, here are some brief details of our next speakers:

September:

Tyrone Mckendry – Cruising the Russian Far East
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October:

Carina Van der Vorst – Jackals in the Suburbs.

November:

Marcus Byrne – Details to follow.

Our first lockdown speaker is Jonah Choiniere, who gave us a fascinating talk on dinosaurs back
in 2018. Here’s a brief description of his next talk.
Night Terrors: the Dinosaurs of Darkness
Owls and Strisorans (nightjars, frogmouths, etc.) are renowned for their senses of hearing and
vision, which are the best of all birds and allow them to forage prey at night. But what about the
ancestors of birds – that is, the dinosaurs? Did any of them have such incredible sensory
adaptations? To find out, I looked at the skulls of hundreds of living birds and about 20 extinct
meat-eating dinosaurs (birds' closest relatives). With high-resolution CT scans, I was able to
reconstruct the inner ear of these extinct animals and aspects of their eyeball. Using these data, I
found that one group of awkwardly named meat-eating dinosaurs, the alvarezsauroids, could not
only see very well in the dark but also had hearing ability as good as the modern barn owl (which
can hit prey with extreme accuracy even in absolute darkness). Among the groups I looked at, only
alvarezsauroids, owls, and some strisorans evolved these sensory innovations, making them
among the rarest adaptations of all. With these data, we can definitively say that at least one group
of dinosaurs was hunting in the night.
Jonah Choiniere

Jonah is a Reader at the Evolutionary Studies Institute and an Honorary Senior
Lecturer at the School of Geosciences, University of the Witwatersrand,
Johannesburg. He’s worked in China, Mongolia, South Africa and the USA
collecting new dinosaur fossils. His current fieldwork is in the South African
Karoo basin. Here, with his students and collaborators, he has been working on
figuring out the age and distribution of the dinosaurs that used to live there.
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DAY OUTINGS

August Day Outing
Organiser:
Bev Williamswere
New regulations

published on 6 August, which means we will be

able to arrange day outings again , albeit subject to the usual
sanitisation, social distancing and mask-wearing regulations. So mark Sunday 30 August on your
calendars for our next outing – details will be sent soon.

In the meantime, here is some info about which places are open and which are not.
Klipriviersberg – open from 07h00-17h00; summer hours (presumably that means from 01/09)
are 06h00-18h00.
Kloofendal – 06h00-18h00
Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens – open from 08h00-17h00. No picnics, but the restaurant is
open. Hides are closed.
Johannesburg Botanical Gardens (Emmarentia Dam) - only two entrances are open - the
bottom one near the lower dam in Oliphants Rd, and the one at the Environment Centre in Thomas
Bowler Ave. Open from 06h00-18h00.
Northern Farms - booking required - www.northernfarm.org.za
Modderfontein Nature Reserve - www.modderfonteinreserve.co.za
Ezemvelo Nature Reserve - booking required - www.ezemvelo.co.za
Cradle Moon - www.cradlemoon.co.za

There is still no clarity on when they will re-open. I'm not sure of the status of the other Pretoria
parks, like Faerie Glen, but if anyone does know, please let me know. I'm also not sure about
Roodeplaat Nature Reserve.
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Marievale and Suikerbosrand are still closed – no-one knows why or when they will re-open.
Marievale CWAC
Because Marievale was still closed, and group outings not allowed, the usual annual winter CWAC
could not take place. The Gauteng Department of Agriculture and Rural Development stepped in to
assist – here is the report they posted about their participation:

"In Gauteng, waterbirds are monitored at over 50 wetlands by means of Coordinated Waterbird Counts
(CWAC). Counts are conducted bi-annually (mid-summer and mid-winter) and are an effective longterm monitoring tool contributing to waterbird conservation efforts globally.
CWAC at Marievale Bird Sanctuary in eastern Gauteng was initiated in 1993 and is one of the longestrunning, unbroken bird monitoring efforts in the province. Counts are usually carried out by volunteers,
including the Friends of Marievale. This year a team made up of GDARD Biodiversity Management
staff stepped in to ensure continuity of counting while the reserve is closed to the public as part of
Covid-19 containment measures.
Almost 3500 waterbirds were counted from 46 species. Red-knobbed Coot (approx. 1500), the Near
Threatened Lesser Flamingo (approx. 600) and Common Moorhen (approx. 160) were the most
abundant species. Other highlights included sightings of African Marsh-Harrier (Endangered), African
Fish Eagle, Goliath Heron and Marsh Owl."

Nice to know the continuity of the count was not broken.

If anyone has any suggestions or comments regarding day outings, please do let me know (email
bevjwil@gmail.com), or comment on the new Cuckoo Bird Club WhatsApp group or Facebook
page.

I will send out info on upcoming outings, as well as any info I get regarding what's open and what's
closed on Facebook and to our WhatsApp group. If you are not on the WhatsApp group and
would like to join, you can use this link
https://chat.whatsapp.com/I11FabFOjBLKo51efUJJnk
Or send me a message, and I'll add you.
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Photos of Marievale from GDARD's CWAC post

AWAY TRIPS
Organiser: Phillip Nieuwoudt

Away Trips 2020 – Update
Here’s an update on away trips for the rest of the year.

As we are currently still under Lockdown with only travel and
overnight stays allowed in our own province, we do not have clarity on which of the planned away
trips will take place this year. A revised update will be sent to everyone confirming which trips will
take place as soon as there is an announcement from the Government indicating that Lockdown
will move down to a level where we may travel across provincial borders and when guest houses
and tourist destinations may receive guests.
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21-23 August Bird Call Weekend - Postponed
Sediba Game Lodge near Brits
Due to the ongoing Lockdown, postponed to a date to be determined in the first half of 2021.
September 2020 - Kaoxa Bush Camp
Fully booked - please let me know if I must place your name on a waiting list in case there are any
cancellations.
Cost: R1450 per person sharing (members) R1650 (Non-Members)
Contact Phillip Nieuwoudt
We will be going to Kaoxa Bush Camp near Mapungubwe over the Heritage Day long weekend.
Some members decided to add two days onto this trip from 22 September.
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16-17 October 2020 Pilanesberg
Shelley’s Sleepover in Mogwase, near Pilanesberg

Fully booked – please let me know if I must
place your name on a waiting list in case
there are any cancellations.
There is a possibility to get more space at Mbali View, two houses down the road. Everyone will
be welcome to have dinner at Shelley’s Sleepover.
Cost: Estimated cost R750 per person sharing (members) R950 (Non-Members). To be confirmed
once bookings are open again.
Contact: Phillip Nieuwoudt

Mid-November 2020 - Kosi Bay/Ndumo
14-19 November – Kingfisher Bush Lodge.
Provisional booking made for 14 persons.
Deposit payment kindly moved to September
2020.
19-22 November – Ndumo Game Reserve
(or similar nearby). Bookings open, but due to Covid-19 restrictions will wait a while before I
make any bookings.
Fully booked - please let me know if I must place your name on a waiting list in case there are any
cancellations.
Cost: Cost and full details to be confirmed later. Contact Phillip Nieuwoudt
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SPECIAL THANKS
To Debbie Jennings for her donation to CBC. Much appreciated.

THIS A.I. CAN RECOGNIZE INDIVIDUAL BIRDS OF THE SAME SPECIES
Humans can’t reliably tell birds of the same species apart, limiting our ability to study their
behavior, but the new A.I. is 90 percent accurate
Imagine seeing a group of birds of the same species cavorting in a nearby tree. Now imagine
trying to tell each individual bird apart. It might be possible to fix your eye or your binoculars, to
one particular feathered friend for a matter of minutes, or if you’re particularly keen, hours. But
come back to the same tree the next day, and you’d be utterly lost trying to pick out the bird you’d
spent the previous day ogling if it’s there at all.
The problem of identifying individual birds has bedevilled birders and researchers studying bird
behavior for time immemorial, but now new artificial intelligence-powered software has bested
human birders once and for all, reports Erik Stokstad for Science.
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“We show that computers can consistently recognize dozens of individual birds, even though we
cannot ourselves tell these individuals apart,” says André Ferreira, a PhD student at the University
of Montpellier and the new study’s lead author, in a statement. “In doing so, our study provides the
means of overcoming one of the greatest limitations in the study of wild birds – reliably recognizing
individuals.”
The new technique is similar to facial recognition software used by smartphones and social media
companies in which the A.I. is “trained” on labeled photos in order to recognize a face in unlabeled
ones eventually. But to train the A.I. to pick out individual birds, the researchers needed to get their
hands on enough labeled photos of the flying critters, reports Michael Le Page for New Scientist.
“We need thousands of pictures of the same individual,” Ferreira tells New Scientist. “With
humans, this is easy. With animals, it is hard to do.”
To get enough pictures of pre-labeled birds, Ferreira relied on a tried and true but time-consuming
work around: colored leg bands. Tracking birds with these bands has significant drawbacks,
including the stress of tagging the animals and the many hours of analyzing photos or videos back
in the lab required to glean useful data, according to Science. To make things easier, the
researchers also equipped the leg bands of a group of sociable weaver birds (Philetairus socius)
with radio transponders that were set up to trigger remote cameras.
With a supply of well-labeled bird photos, Ferreira and his colleagues set about training the
machine learning algorithm, called a convolutional neural network, on thousands of images of the
30 sociable weavers, which as their name suggests, tend to hang out in large groups and weave
complex communal nests. (See https://youtu.be/4kRZ84CuBK4)
The researchers trained the system to recognize the wild sociable weavers as well as captive
zebra finches and wild great tits and found it was roughly 90 percent accurate when presented with
a single image, the researchers reported last week in the journal Methods in Ecology and
Evolution.
The technique shows promise, but Ferreira and other researchers say that right now, it still has
significant limitations. For researchers studying elusive or endangered species, the necessity of
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tagging the animals and then obtaining large numbers of photos for training the A.I. may not be
feasible, according to Science.
The system may also balk if a bird’s appearance changes significantly over the course of its life or
even from one month to the next during seasonal molts. But the system’s most fundamental
limitation is its need to be taught what a bird looks like before it can identify it.
“The model is able to identify birds from new pictures as long as the birds in those pictures are
previously known to the models. This means that if new birds join the study population, the
computer will not be able to identify them,” says Ferreira in the statement.
The team hopes these last two limitations can be overcome through tweaks to the algorithm as
well as even larger supplies of photos, spanning long periods of time. In the statement, the
researchers say they’re currently at work on this larger task.
Alex Fox, June 2020

LOCKDOWN BAROQUE
This sounds wonderful!
There’s an extensive and
interesting programme,
including music, of course,
and a game drive.
Please contact Kim and
Monty for more details on
what promises to be a really
super experience.

“We are so looking forward to a fabulously successful Lockdown Baroque – hope to see you all
there. Our musicians need our support as never before.
Until then, stay safe and well.”
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Monty and Kim
Kim Brett <kim@montybrett.com>

COMPUTICKET - Lockdown Baroque Tickets

082 824-9378

ARE YOU FLUMMOXED BY DUNNOCKS?
A British cousin
The dazzling turquoise egg nestling in the furrows of a well-trod bridleway looked as if a tiny piece
of the sky had fallen to earth. Neither the finest chocolatier nor the great Russian imperial jeweller,
Faberge, could have crafted something so immaculately delectable.
A schoolboy urge was driving me to pick up the marble-size egg and take it home, a prized
possession at Easter-time, but the wise words of my father were echoing. Although not a
birdwatcher, he'd long warned of the evils of nest-robbing in an age when collecting was still rife
among youngsters.
The egg was left to sparkle as I rushed home to find out the
species which had laid it and why such a thing of beauty
should be abandoned on the ground.
Perhaps it had been stolen by a cuckoo while she was
secreting her own egg in a host species’ nest
I was soon combing through my Observer's Book of Birds' Eggs for the answer. It was too small
and the wrong shade of blue for a blackbird's egg, which are also mottled brown. Song thrushes'
eggs are a similar striking blue but have black speckles. More page-turning and there it was. It had
been laid by a hedge sparrow.
In the late 1960s as a fledgling birdwatcher, I would lump hedge, house and tree sparrows together
when writing up lists of birds I had seen on my surreptitious adventures at the local sewage farm.
Not only had my parents forbade me from trespassing inside, with its dangerous settling beds,
there were also fearsome workmen on-site to chase off any young interlopers.
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How times have changed. Today the plant has a birdwatching hide, and hedge sparrows have
become universally known as Dunnocks. While tree
and house sparrows are related, Dunnocks are
members of the accentor family, insect-eaters found
across Europe and Asia.
Both house sparrows and Dunnocks are regularly
seen in residential areas, and although to the
unwary may appear as little brown birds, to the
practised eye they have many identifiable differences as a result of
their lifestyles.
To start, male house sparrows are distinctive with their striking
black bibs, grey crowns, bright cheeks and brown-streaked backs.
Females are dowdier, lacking the head pattern, but sharing similar
back and belly colouring.
Dunnocks are smaller, slimmer and have a streaked brown back like the sparrow, but plain, slate
grey heads and, importantly, finer, pointed bills to feed on insects. Sparrows have thicker, seedcracking beaks.
Another big difference is in their songs. Chirpy sparrows live up to their name with short, sharp
cheeps whereas the Dunnock has a pretty, warbling song (https://youtu.be/G5ptciy2AuA).
Tree sparrows are all but extinct across a large part of the countryside
For more details, see: bto.org
From: Winter's Planet, International Express, contributed by Mo Bellis
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A VERY ‘EARLY BIRD’
Here’s a creature from your worst nightmare.
Once upon a time, there was a
giant, flying reptile that lived in
the north. It was a creature that
was intimidating in size but
possessed a skewed anatomy
that was mostly head and neck.
Although it had a 30-foot
wingspan that it could use to
soar the skies, it often lumbered
on the ground to hunt instead.
They called it Cryodradon boreas — the 'Frozen Dragon' of the North.
It might sound like a fantasy, but it's actually paleontology. A team of scientists from the University
of Southern California have finally given name to the partial skeleton they've been able to put
together over the past 30 years. The researchers had first thought the bones belonged to another,
related, species of giant pterosaur, which led them astray for a long time.
According to National Geographic, scientists consider this aerial dinosaur another member of
the azhdarchid family. This group of pterosaurs are known amongst researchers for their
characteristic huge heads and necks. Based on their bone structure, scientists have hypothesized
that these giraffe-sized beasts preferred to walk around on the ground to search for their food.
Flight could have been used as a means to escape danger.
The continuing study of these pterosaurs is expanding our knowledge of how these giants lived on
the earth, what the ancient planet was like, and how diverse their species were. One of the study's
co-authors, Michael Habib, describes them as "inspiration for countless movie monsters" and
believe they were "critical parts of global ecosystems worldwide during the Age of Dinosaurs."
“They are key to understanding the ecology and extinctions of that time," Habib said in a statement
to AAAS. “Just like flying animals today, they could carry important clues about how animals at the
time responded to major changes in climate”.
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If the name of the pterosaur sounds a bit Game of Thrones-like, then you're right. It was probably
done on purpose. In fact, Habib is also a fan of the show; he had suggested they call the
creature Cryodrakon viserion, after the series' ice dragon. There are distinct differences between
the ice dragon and this pterosaur, however.
"The animal, when alive, would not have been a frozen dragon," Habib said in a comment
to National Geographic. "It would have flying in a landscape that would have been reasonably
temperate ... but a hell of a lot warmer than central Alberta is now."
Habib and his team's study can be found in the Journal of Vertebrate Paleontology. They currently
plan to continue their analysis of the Cryodrakon's bones to theorize how, exactly, the frozen
dragon flew.

Tebany Yune
September, 2019
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NINE GREAT DAY HIKES YOU CAN DO IN GAUTENG DURING LOCKDOWN
Travel ban got you down? The great lockdown loophole is that you are allowed to hike. Here are
some easy-to-reach, great-outdoors options for cooped-up Joburgers.

The 275ha Modderfontein Reserve is on the outskirts of
Edenvale.
Image: Chris Allan Photography/Modderfonteinreserve.co.za

1. MODDERFONTEIN NATURE RESERVE
This 275ha reserve on the outskirts of Edenvale offers
hikers a 8.3km hiking trail or shorter walks around the
reserve. Cyclists can enjoy a 10km, 18km, 32km or
42km to 6pm, but picnic areas remain closed. No bookings required.
• R30 pp, R15 per child. See modderfonteinreserve.co.za
2. SABLE RANCH
Situated just off the R96 close to Hekpoort in the Magaliesberg mountain region, it has two trails,
8km and 12km, which are open seven days a week. The trail lengths are shortened as a
precaution on Sundays when hunting is allowed on a neighbouring property.
You need to book before you go, and a maximum of 50 hikers per day are allowed. People who
arrive in one car are allowed to hike together, and groups are staggered at the start to ensure
distancing on the trail.
• R70 per adult; R30 per child. Hikers who want to stay on for a braai afterwards can use the
facilities for an extra R30. See sableranch.co.za

3. EZEMVELO NATURE RESERVE
Near Bronkhorstspruit, the reserve also offers self-drive excursions and mountain biking. There are
three hiking trails: the Ochna (4km), Protea (14.6km) and Burkea (21km).
Hikers need permits, which are issued under the following limits: one permit per vehicle (maximum
five people); you will be allowed to hike with the people you travelled with. A maximum of 50
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permits is issued per day. Booking is essential, and payment must be made upfront, in full. No onthe-day permits will be issued.
The reserve is open on weekends, 8am to 5pm. The shop is closed, so be sure to bring food and
water with you.
• R75 pp. See ezemvelo.co.za

Windy Brow Nature Reserve.
Image: @brow_windy

4. WINDY BROW NATURE RESERVE
Just outside Cullinan, this is a 30-minute drive from Pretoria and
an hour's drive from Joburg.
The three trail options of 3.3km, 4.5km, and 5km cover various
habitat zones and are open to the public on weekends and public
holidays.
A maximum of 50 hikers per day are allowed, and bookings need to be made in advance.
• R85 pp, R50 for kids under 10. See windybrowadventures.co.za

5. DE WILDT ADVENTURE TRAILS
The trails border Hartbeespoort Dam in the foothills of the Magaliesberg Mountains. Day visitors
have a choice between the 4.6km Kiepersol trail or the Groenklip (between 12.5km and 15km).
The Kiepersol trail is pet-friendly and can be done Wednesdays to Sundays. Registration opens at
7am, and the last registration is at 3pm. Children under 10 receive a medal after completing the
trail.
The Groenklip trail can only be done on Saturdays and Sundays and registration is strictly at 7am.
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Visitors are not allowed to hike in groups, and advance booking and payment are required. A
maximum of 50 hikers per day will be allowed. There are facilities to pre-order food and coffee as
takeaways.
• Groenklip, R120 pp, includes a guide to take you up to the top of the Magaliesberg. Kiepersol is
R60 pp, R30 for kids under 11, and R15 for children under 2. Find De Wildt Adventure Trails' on
Facebook: @DeWildtTrails
6. RUSTIG FARM
This family-run farm close to Hekpoort is on the southern slope of the Magaliesberg and falls just
inside the Gauteng border. It's a 45-minute drive from both Joburg and Pretoria.
The farm has five hiking trails: 3km, 5km, 9km, 13km and 18km. The latter is an overnight hike that
very few people do as a day hike (except trail runners).
The trails are open from 8am to 5pm, Tuesdays to Saturdays, and from 8am to 4pm on Sundays
and public holidays. The number of hikers allowed to enter each day is controlled, and bookings
need to be made in advance. Visitors can enjoy takeaway refreshments from the on-site bar and
restaurant.
• R65 pp for the 3km and 5km trails (R30 for kids under 12); R75 pp for the three longer trails (no
kids under 13). See rustig.co.za
Rustig Farm is near Hartbeespoort, a 45-minute drive from
both Joburg and Pretoria.
Image: Rustig.co.za

7. CRADLE MOON LAKESIDE GAME LODGE
This lodge in Muldersdrift is on the 1,500ha Cradle
Moon Conservancy in the Cradle of Humankind. Also,
it has over 50km of mountain biking and running
trails. The pink route hiking trail is 5km, and the green is 9km.
The trails are open 8am to 5pm on weekdays, and 7am to 5pm on weekends. No bookings are
required. The restaurant at the lodge sells burgers and pizzas for takeaways.
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• R50 pp for hikers and cyclists. Bike hire is available at R200 per bike. See cradlemoon.co.za
You can have a post-hike takeaway burger at Magalies Mountain Lodge.
Image: Magaliesmountainlodge.co.za

8. MAGALIES MOUNTAIN LODGE
This lodge in Kameeldrift West near Hartbeespoort has a 1.6km trail
open daily, 8am to 5pm, which winds up the side of a mountain.
On weekends, hikers can pre-order a takeaway of a burger, chips, and a
milkshake to enjoy after completing the hike. Bookings must be made
and paid for in advance.
• R60 pp for the hike and R125 for the hike and a takeaway burger, chips and drink.
See magaliesmountainlodge.co.za
9. HENNOPS HIKING TRAILS
Just off the R511 en route to Hartbeespoort, about 45 minutes from Joburg, you'll find these trails,
which meander along the Hennops River before veering away into the surrounding mountains.
There are four trails to choose from, open daily: the 1.5km River trail, 2.5km Dassie trail, 5km
Zebra trail and 10km Krokodilberg trail. Each requires either a river crossing via two suspension
bridges or a cable car. The picnic sites are currently closed.
Over weekends you can start hiking from 7am and must start before 2pm. The trails close at 5pm.
During the week you can start from 8am and must start before 1pm, and the trails close at 5pm.
No booking required.
• R80 pp, R40 per child. Preschool children enter for free. See hennopstrails.co.za

Sanet Oberholzer
Sunday Times, June 2020
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OBSERVATIONS OF PIED CROW BEHAVIOUR
Gourmand crows
PIED Crows, in particular, arouse conflicting feelings
and emotions. Their numbers appear to be escalating
everywhere,

and

evidence

of

their

aggressive

harassment of other bird species, even raptors,
abounds.

They

are,

however,

intelligent

and

entertaining, as an observation a while back near
1. The Pied Crow carrying the delicacy

Howick recalls.

Burnt veld had attracted groups of Pied Crows
scavenging on roasted insects and small invertebrates.
One bird was seen carrying half of a fresh rodent,
uncharred, as evidenced by blood on the bird’s bill.
Watching us from the corner of its eye, it strode away
about 30 metres to a mole-rat mound where it
proceeded to shove the mouse into the soft soil, burying
it. The crow then stood alongside and called boldly and
confidently before moving away. We went to investigate
what we’d seen and discovered the rodent was well

2. Burying it in the mole-rat mound

buried with only the tail left exposed.

A friend’s personal anecdote involved a Cape Crow in
Mata camp, Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park. Maxi Holder
watched the bird behaving similarly, striding with a piece
of boerewors, quite possibly stolen. Fascinated, and
lamenting her lack of a camera, she watched it bury the
boerewors.

3. Proclaiming noisily
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Lovett (1998) and Marshall (1979) describe burying by
corvids as storage. We wondered if our Pied Crow
would be able to recall which soil-mound, of many, held
its rotting morsel. We also speculated on the reason –
perhaps it’s to mature and “ripen” the meat, as we’ve not
come across similar behaviour with other food-stuffs
4. The tail marks the spot where the
prey was buried

Do Pied Crows predate nestlings?

ANOTHER interesting and rather concerning observation about Pied Crows’ foraging behaviour,
was encountered on the N1 motorway south to Cape Town in April 2018.

The bridges over the N1 in the Free State south of Tierpoort towards Smithfield harbour some large
colonies of the endemic South African Cliff Swallow. Approaching one such road bridge we saw
crows hovering on the south side just under the overhang, expertly and skilfully catching the wind
current under the bridge to enable them to investigate and access the breeding swallow nests with
young.
This article appeared in KZN Birds, May 2020
Ingrid and Roger Weiersbye-Porter

WEB PAGES TO EXPLORE
https://www.africanbirdclub.org/ – birding across Africa
https://www.facebook.com/groups/776682836192449/ – raptors
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY02DpoYa_S6EMbPqZiQukQ – Better Birding webinars
https://www.birdlife.org.za/blsa-conversations/ – excellent webinars on the work of Birdlife
www.ecosolutions.co.za – owls and bats – see the webcam
http://whalecoastconservation.org.za/ – broad range of subjects relating to the ocean, wildlife in
general
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UK: 'SURGE' IN ILLEGAL BIRD OF PREY
KILLINGS SINCE LOCKDOWN
The wildlife charity the RSPB says it has been
"overrun" by reports of birds of prey being illegally killed
since the Lockdown started six weeks ago.
Species of raptors (birds of prey) that had been
targeted include hen harriers, peregrine falcons, red
kites, goshawks, buzzards and a barn owl.
The wildlife charity described the crimes as "orchestrated".
It said the "vast majority" had connections with shooting estates or land managed for shooting.
Some raptors are known to feed on pheasant and grouse chicks.
The head of the RSPB's investigations unit, Mark Thomas, told the BBC it was like "the Wild West"
out in the countryside. He said people who wanted to kill birds of prey had been "emboldened" by
the absence of walkers and hikers.
He said the surge correlated exactly with the date the Lockdown was imposed.
At this time of year, he said that the RSPB would normally be getting three or four reports of the
killing of protected bird species each week. They now have three or four reports of a killing each
day, and they are coming from across the country.
The wildlife charity alleges that the incidents are overwhelmingly connected with land managed for
sport shoots. Raptors prey on bird species that have been specifically reared to be killed for sport,
like grouse or pheasant.
Mr Thomas said, "I am genuinely disturbed. In more than 20 years of investigating, I've never seen
anything like it. We are having to put ongoing investigations on hold in order to triage all these
reports... This isn't youngsters with air rifles but orchestrated wildlife crime."
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ONLINE LAUNCH OF SASOL BIRDS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA
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THE AFRICAN BIRDFAIR GOES VIRTUAL!
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