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JOHN BLACKMORE 

John and Mo joined the club in 2009 and John took over as Speaker-Organiser in 

January 2017. 

 

He was appointed as Chair at the July 2020 AGM. 

********** 

The Cuckoo Cub is deeply saddened by the death of our long-standing member, John 

Blackmore. 

 

John has been a pillar of the Cuckoo Bird Club for many years. He is known for sharing 

generously his extensive knowledge of birds, his many acts of kindness and his witty 

storytelling and off-the-cuff remarks. Meetings, day outings and longer birding 

expeditions have been enriched by his company.  

 

For several years he has been our Chair and organised our monthly evening meetings, 

always inviting an interesting speaker on a diversity of topics. 

 

We extend our condolences to Mo and John’s family – our thoughts are with them at 

this sad time. 

SUE COHEN 

********** 

Oh dear, I am so sorry to hear about John's passing. John was a great personality and I 

owe him such a lot as he was instrumental in helping me sell my book. I will go to the 

zoom link on Tuesday morning for the service. Our love and sympathy are with you Mo. 

John was a good man. Clive and Jill. 

CLIVE HOPCROFT 

(President, CBC) 

 

On a personal level, I would like to pay tribute to John for his kindness and support in 

the time that I knew him. He is missed by those of us who knew him, as leader of the 

Slightly Cuckoos both on walks and weekends away. John’s sense of humour (that 
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laugh!) and willingness to help those of us who aren’t all that good at birding made the 

trips so much more fun and worthwhile. 

 

We miss you. 

ED 

********** 

Here is the zoom Link for John’s Memorial Service to be held at 11am on Tuesday 18 

October at St. Columba’s Church in Parkview, should you wish to tune in. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85688346866?pwd=azJxL2J5Zjg0RWNZK2o5NlpuNjIydz09 

 

MO BELLIS  

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85688346866?pwd=azJxL2J5Zjg0RWNZK2o5NlpuNjIydz09
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CLUB MEETINGS 

Every third Tuesday of the month 

Next Meeting: 

18 October 2022 18h30 for 19h00 

Wanderer's Club 

 

Come early and join us for supper in the restaurant. 

Good food, great company! 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Please note that times and places may change – you’ll hear about any changes in 

advance via a newsflash, FaceBook, or the club’s Whatsapp page. 

 

• Tuesday 18 October. evening meeting.  Geoff Lockwood 

• Sunday 30 October. Meyers Farm.  Bird Ringing demo.  Lance Robinson.   

Lester Leading 

• November 18 to 20 Northern Forum weekend, Wakkerstroom 

• Sunday 27 November    Christmas Breakfast/Brunch.  Details will follow  

• Saturday 3 December. Birding Big Day.  Klipkop Lighthouse weekend.   Bev 

leading 

• No planned meeting for December 

• January 2023 Sunday outing will be to Marievale for the annual summer CWAC 
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SPEAKERS 

Organiser: Bev Williams  

 

063 140 6344 

 

bevjwil@gmail.com 

 

Tuesday 18 September 

 

Speaker – Geoff Lockwood 

 

Most members will know Geoff, and many of us 

have enjoyed his talks and bird courses. The 

story of the Delta Park owls on Facebook has 

enthralled us and this evening Geoff is going to 

talk about…well, come and see. Always 

interesting. 

 

 

NOTE: Bev would like to remind members that there is a WhatsApp ‘Cuckoo Bird Club 

News’ group. If you would like to be added to the group, please send Bev a note 

(bevjwil@gmail.com). 

 

BEV WILLIAMS 

 

mailto:bevjwil@gmail.com
mailto:bevjwil@gmail.com
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DAY OUTINGS 

Organiser: Dennis Townsend  

0836254136 

dennis.townsend4@gmail.com 

 

Lester Niss will lead this outing. 

 

October 30, 2022 – Meyers Farm – Bird Ringing 

 

Our next Sunday outing is a special one, and I hope many members will be able to 

attend.  It will be very interesting. 

 

On 30 October we will be going to Meyers Farm (just south of the M2 highway).  A 

ringing demonstration has been organised by Lance and Hanneline Robinson of Birdlife 

South Africa.  They will explain and demonstrate the practice of bird 

ringing.  Afterwards, we can bird around the farm and hopefully view the nesting 

Verreaux’s Eagles. 

 

Further details will be issued as soon as they are finalised but keep the date open. 

 

LESTER NISS

mailto:dennis.townsend4@gmail.com
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Mikhael & Jana 

 

WEEKENDS AWAY 

Organiser: Marion Melville 

marion@rbs.co.za 

 

18-20 November 2022 – Wakkerstroom 

 

This Forum Weekend has been organised by the Northern Bird Club. 

 

 

 

Please contact Marion if you are interested. The trip is fully booked, but there may be 

cancellations. 

 

MID-MONTH OUTINGS 

Organiser: Lester Niss  

0825704641 

lestern256@gmail.com 

 

Watch for Newsflashes and notifications on social media for future outings. 

 

mailto:marion@rbs.co.za
mailto:estern256@gmail.com
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Attendance at the mid-month outings has been declining. What made you stop joining 

us? What would make the outings more attractive? As a rule, you can be back at 

home/in the office by 10h00, depending on how far we travel.  

 

DAY OUT – WALTER SISULU NATURE RESERVE 

Led by Bev. We saw 34 species and a great day was enjoyed by all. Here’s her bird list: 

 

1. Orange-breasted Bushshrike 

2. Dark-capped Bulbul 

3. Amethyst Sunbird 

4. White-bellied Sunbird 

5. Red-faced Mousebird 

6. Southern Masked Weaver 

7. Cape Sparrow 

8. Red-winged Starling 

9. Cape Starling 

10. Tawny-flanked Prinia 

11. Fiscal Flycatcher 

12. African Wattled Lapwing 

13. Thick-billed Weaver 

14. Common Moorhen 

15. Egyptian Goose 

16. Brown-hooded Kingfisher 

17. White-throated Swallow 

18. Cape Robin-Chat 

19. Cape White-eye 

20. Kurrichane Thrush 

21. Green Wood Hoopoe 

22. African Hoopoe 

23. Speckled Mousebird 



Newsletter 179 September-November 2022 

10 

 

24. Grey Go-away-bird 

25. Southern Grey-headed Sparrow 

26. Laughing Dove 

27. Ring-necked Dove 

28. Verreaux's Eagle 

29. Pied Crow 

30. Crested Barbet 

31. African Grey Hornbill (seen on my way out) 

 

BEV WILLIAMS 

 

And some additions from Kobus: 

 

32. Hadeda Ibis 

33. Arrow-marked Babbler 

34. Southern Bou-bou 

 

KOBUS DE BEER 

 

Kobus also compiled a photo album of the highlight of the trip: seeing the juvenile 

Verreaux’ Eagle set off on her first flight. 

  



Newsletter 179 September-November 2022 

11 

 

BEV GAVE THE SIGNAL FOR THE JUVENILE VERREAUX EAGLE’S MAIDEN 

FLIGHT! 

 

 

 

The “black eagle crew” 

had been monitoring it 

since dawn! A perfect 

conclusion to our Bird 

walk! 
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THE JUVENILE VERREAUX EAGLE’S MAIDEN FLIGHT! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you see it up there?              It’s high from up here! 

 

EVEN EAGLES NEED A PUSH!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dry run completed – now to go – Female airborne! 
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WE NEVER SEEM TO COUNT OR LIST THE BOSTRYCHIA HAGEDASH DURING 

OUR OUTINGS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

IT IS OBVIOUSLY CAMOUFLAGED FOR THIS SETTING – EXCEPT WHEN 

THE SUN MOVES 

NO WONDER MY SON CLAIMED IT TO BE A “GLOSSY IBIS”! 
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BIRDLIFE SOUTH AFRICA NEWS 

BIRDING IN THE MAKULEKE CONCESSION 

 

 

© Niall Perrins 

JOIN AN UNFORGETTABLE EDUCATIONAL BIRDING SAFARI 

This northernmost section of the Kruger National Park holds 75% of the 

biodiversity found in the region and is on the bucket lists of many keen birders 

and nature lovers alike. 

You may come in search of sought-after lifers such as Pel's Fishing Owl, 

Racket-tailed Roller and Arnot's Chat, but are sure to leave with so much more.  

Book your spot now for 24 – 27 November 2022 (Thursday to Sunday) by 

emailing assistant@ecotraining.co.za, or by calling +27 13 7523 

 

mailto:assistant@ecotraining.co.za
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PLUS: A portion of the proceeds from each booking will come to BirdLife South 

Please view the invitation below for more information: 

  

 

 

 

BIRDLIFE SOUTH AFRICA WEBSITE 

  

BirdLife South Africa launched the ‘GoBirding’ online platform 

(www.gobirding.co.za) in May 2022. This platform is quickly becoming the 

go-to source of information for birders both in South Africa and visiting from 

abroad. It has attracted around 5000 unique users since its launch, and 

currently has over 400 birding sites, 50 guides, and 70 accommodations 

featured on the map. Recently, we added checklists using SABAP2 data for 

all 400+ birding sites. There are plans to grow this platform even more in 

http://www.gobirding.co.za/
https://birdlife.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0b7ea6fccfc1f077a17c5faeb&id=f80797310f&e=4f6491389c
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the coming months. 

Cuckoo Bird Club have submitted information about CBC, history, contact 

details etc. for BLSA to include on this platform.  BLSA has not yet 

uploaded info but this will be done in due course  

Visit the site – there is a wealth of information available   

BIRDLIFE OPEN MORNING 
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THUNDERBIRD UPDATE – from the ground hornbill project 

It’s been ages – we have been neck-deep in meeting all our conservation obligations 

but please find a catch-up newsletter and we will be back on track for a newsletter every 

two months from here on out. Enjoy, share, and thank you for your ongoing support.  

 

http://stories.ground-hornbill.org.za/breeding2122-the-thunder-bird/index.html             

BIRDING COURSES 

The club is looking into arranging a few birding courses during 2023 for beginners and 

advanced birders. 

  

More information will be available on dates early in 2023.  

 

 

CREATURE FEATURE 

Sarah Kuta   Daily Correspondent 

August 22, 2022 

A homeowner spotted this moth 

on the wall of his garage in early 

July. Courtesy of Washington 

State Department of Agriculture 

A homeowner near Seattle 

made the find of a lifetime this 

summer when he walked 

outside and spotted a massive, 

http://stories.ground-hornbill.org.za/breeding2122-the-thunder-bird/index.html
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/author/sarah-kuta/
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dark-orange moth clinging to the wall of his garage. He snapped a photo of the beautiful 

creature, using his hand for scale, then fired off an email to Patrick Tobin, an 

entomologist at the University of Washington. 

When Tobin read the message, he almost couldn’t believe his eyes. He replied 

immediately, asking the homeowner to nab the insect before it flew away. The 

homeowner was at work, but he raced the 45 minutes back to his home in Bellevue to 

capture the moth in a bag, which Tobin promptly drove over to pick up. 

Now, experts have identified the mysterious insect as an Atlas moth (Attacus atlas), one 

of the largest moth species in the world, and they’re asking the public to keep an eye 

out for any more of these colorful insects. This July 7 sighting in suburban Seattle is 

believed to be the first confirmed incidence of the moth in the United States, per 

a statement from the Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA). 

The Atlas moth's orange wings have 

markings that resemble the head of a 

snake. Darrell Gulin/Getty Images 

With wingspans that can reach up to 

10 inches, Atlas moths are native to 

tropical regions like India, Indonesia 

and the Philippines, which makes the 

sighting in the Pacific Northwest 

especially bizarre. 

“It's like if all of a sudden you saw a black rhino walking down [the interstate],” Tobin 

tells KUOW’s John Ryan. 

Atlas moths are federally quarantined pests, which means it’s illegal to “obtain, harbor, 

rear or sell live moths, whether adults, eggs, larvae or pupae without a permit” from the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture, per the WSDA. 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/moths-are-the-unsung-heroes-of-pollination-180980491/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/celebrate-national-moth-week-observing-these-diverse-and-beautiful-insects-180978218/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/celebrate-national-moth-week-observing-these-diverse-and-beautiful-insects-180978218/
https://environment.uw.edu/faculty/patrick-tobin/
https://wastatedeptag.blogspot.com/2022/08/atlasmoth.html
https://agr.wa.gov/
https://www.kuow.org/stories/giant-moth-from-thailand-spotted-in-bellevue
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/planthealth/import-information/rppl/rppl-table


Newsletter 179 September-November 2022 

27 

 

It’s not exactly clear how the Atlas moth found its way to the Pacific Northwest, but 

scientists have a pretty good guess. Someone with a Bellevue-based account was 

selling Atlas moth cocoons on eBay for $60 each. The listing has since been taken 

down, but Tobin suspects the Atlas moth likely escaped from that illegal seller, reports 

the Seattle Times’ Amanda Zhou. 

As of now, this individual sighting doesn’t mean there’s an infestation. But the state’s 

agriculture department is asking the public to photograph, collect and report any Atlas 

moths they see out and about, which will help determine if there’s actually a population 

of them in the area. 

If more Atlas moths have made their way to Washington, that could spell bad news for 

the region’s fruit-growing industry. The adult moths are harmless—they don't have 

mouths—but as caterpillars, they feast on the leaves of apple and cherry trees, which 

would pose a threat to the state’s fruit growers. 

With their intricately patterned wings and large size, the moths would be pretty hard for 

members of the public to miss. Only the white witch moth (Thysania agrippina) has a 

larger wingspan, at around 14 inches. And Atlas moths are believed to have the largest 

wing area of all known moth species, reports Gizmodo’s Lauren Leffer. 

This graphic from the Washington 

State Department of Agriculture 

shows how to distinguish Atlas 

moths from other species. Courtesy 

of Washington State Department of 

Agriculture 

Their wings taper down at the top 

and have markings that resemble 

the head of a snake, which is a 

useful disguise for confusing hungry predators. 

https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/first-u-s-sighting-of-one-of-the-worlds-largest-moths-in-bellevue-puzzles-officials/
https://genent.cals.ncsu.edu/biggest/
https://gizmodo.com/atlas-moth-spotted-in-washington-state-1849433206
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FROM OUR INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENT 

This time, it’s your editor who’s the International Correspondent – I found this in a British 

newspaper this summer. Note the number of birders! 

 

Entomologists aren’t even sure if Atlas moths could survive the weather of the Pacific 

Northwest, but they don’t want to take any chances. The state is working with the USDA 

to further investigate the moth sighting and determine how best to respond, if at all. 

Anyone who spots one, whether in Washington or elsewhere in the country, should 

report the moth to WSDA or their state’s plant regulatory officials. 

“This is a ‘gee-whiz’ type of insect because it is so large,” says Sven Spichiger, WSDA’s 

managing entomologist, in a statement. “Even if you aren’t on the lookout for insects, 

this is the type that people get their phones out and take a picture of—they are that 

striking.” 

Sarah Kuta | READ MORE 

Sarah Kuta is a writer and editor based in Longmont, Colorado. She covers history, 

science, travel, food and beverage, sustainability, economics, and other topics. 
 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Sven-Erik-Spichiger
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/author/sarah-kuta/
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ED 
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WEB PAGES 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/podcast/episode/these-tiny-pollinators-can-travel-

surprisingly-huge-distances/  

 

https://theconversation.com/africas-dinosaur-discoveries-five-essential-reads-190151 

 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/how-animals-survive-in-a-savanna-

full-of-predators-180980571/#.Yx83FWS4UhE.mailto 

 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/watch-millions-of-raptors-fly-across-panama-

this-fall-180980780/#.YyhAAG8iq0o.gmail 

 

https://www.birdlife.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Photo-1-782x1024.jpg 

 

Snowball (TM) - Another One Bites the Dust (Volume RIGHT UP for this one!): 

https://youtu.be/cJOZp2ZftCw  

 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/de-extinction-company-aims-to-resurrect-the-

tasmanian-tiger/  

 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/birds-wandering-far-from-home-can-be-boon-

for-local-tourism-180980622/#.YwZYxxUCQlA.mailto 

 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/fantastic-sea-creatures-photographed-up-

close-and-personal/  

 

Mostly birds from the US and Canada, but nonetheless, stunning photos: 

https://www.audubon.org/magazine/summer-2022/the-2022-audubon-photography-

awards-winners-and  

 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/podcast/episode/these-tiny-pollinators-can-travel-surprisingly-huge-distances/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/podcast/episode/these-tiny-pollinators-can-travel-surprisingly-huge-distances/
https://theconversation.com/africas-dinosaur-discoveries-five-essential-reads-190151
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/how-animals-survive-in-a-savanna-full-of-predators-180980571/#.Yx83FWS4UhE.mailto
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/how-animals-survive-in-a-savanna-full-of-predators-180980571/#.Yx83FWS4UhE.mailto
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/watch-millions-of-raptors-fly-across-panama-this-fall-180980780/#.YyhAAG8iq0o.gmail
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/watch-millions-of-raptors-fly-across-panama-this-fall-180980780/#.YyhAAG8iq0o.gmail
https://www.birdlife.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Photo-1-782x1024.jpg
https://youtu.be/cJOZp2ZftCw
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/de-extinction-company-aims-to-resurrect-the-tasmanian-tiger/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/de-extinction-company-aims-to-resurrect-the-tasmanian-tiger/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/birds-wandering-far-from-home-can-be-boon-for-local-tourism-180980622/#.YwZYxxUCQlA.mailto
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/birds-wandering-far-from-home-can-be-boon-for-local-tourism-180980622/#.YwZYxxUCQlA.mailto
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/fantastic-sea-creatures-photographed-up-close-and-personal/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/fantastic-sea-creatures-photographed-up-close-and-personal/
https://www.audubon.org/magazine/summer-2022/the-2022-audubon-photography-awards-winners-and
https://www.audubon.org/magazine/summer-2022/the-2022-audubon-photography-awards-winners-and
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The Lesser Falcon Project: 

https://youtu.be/T-42HUZka_g  

 

Tool Use in Corvids (Should we be worried?) There are other videos of interest on this 

site. 

https://youtu.be/lcvbgq2SSyc  

 

There are some more incredible bird photos here: 

Soar with the 2022 Bird Photographer of the Year winners (newatlas.com) 

 

 
 

 
 

BUSINESS MATTERS 

More good news! 

 

Your committee has decided to keep membership fees at R300.00 for individual 

members and R400.00 per family. 

 

The cost of a meal out (depending on where you go!) and MUCH better value. 

 

 

  

https://youtu.be/T-42HUZka_g
https://youtu.be/lcvbgq2SSyc
https://newatlas.com/photography/bird-photography-best-2022-bpoty-gallery-winners/?utm_source=New+Atlas+Subscribers&utm_campaign=aa8ce4c4c2-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_09_12_12_40&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_65b67362bd-aa8ce4c4c2-93122436#gallery:1
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EDITOR’S CHIRP 

What a lovely time of year this is! And now we’re longing for rain to settle the dust and 

water the land. It seems to be on its’ way but so often at this time of year, the sky gives 

us a hint, a few rumbles and crashes, and then: nothing. By the time the newsletter 

goes out, we might be lucky.  

 

And then there will be too much water… 

 

And the price will increase… 

 

On a less cynical note, please keep an eye out for details of the End-of-Year Event, on 

November 27, to cheer us all up! 

 

Do you have any bright ideas about increasing our membership? If so, please contact 

any of the committee members or write to info@thecuckoobirdclub.org.za. 

 

Perhaps this year’s just been a month or two too long, but it seems that we’re all keen to 

move on from 2022. The holiday decorations are in the stores (please: no ‘Little 

Drummer Boys’) and we’re thinking about going away or staying at home, but whatever 

we do, birds will surely figure in our time off. 

 

In this last newsletter of 2022, your committee wishes you a safe, relaxed, and fun 

season. 

 

And we all look forward to new adventures, new people, and lots of new birds! 

  

mailto:info@thecuckoobirdclub.org.za
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COMMITTEE  

 

Acting Chair Dennis Townsend 

 

Secretary Mo Bellis 

 

Treasurer Alex Jennings 

 

Day Outings Bev Williams 

 

Weekends Away Marion Melville 

 

Speakers  

 

Newsletter Penny Clemson 

 

OFFICE BEARERS 

 

Facebook Page Bev Williams 

 

WhatsApp  Bev Williams 

 

Equipment Lester Niss 

 

Mid-month Outings Lester Niss 

 

Technical Support/ 

Online Host  Mike Hamilton 

 

CONTACT: info@thecuckoobirdclub.org.za 

mailto:info@thecuckoobirdclub.org.za
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BANKING DETAILS 

Cuckoo Bird Club 

 

Standard Bank Sandton City 

Branch code 051 001 

Account number 023 212 934 


